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Summer Walking Festival
THERE has been an excellent response from Groups to my 

request for walks covering the period  July to  August 
.  In total we have over  walks and there is still time to 
add some new ones.  e walks we have organised range from 
some short leisurely strolls led by me on st July when I hope 
to lead four short sections, each a maximum of .miles, from 
Deganwy to Llandudno and back again.  At the opposite end 
of the spectrum the Meirionnydd Group have a really strenu-
ous walk, taking in both the Cnicht and the Moelwyns, led by 
Gwyneth, on the final day.

e Festival will launch at the beach car park (meet at the 
Pavilion) in Llanfairfechan with a number of walks, one of 
which will be led by our Chair Joanna.  I would encourage as 
many members as possible to come along to that opening day 
event as it will be a good opportunity for members both to meet 
Joanna and to socialise with other North Wales members.

e original intention of holding the Festival was that the 
walks would all be suitable for family outings and, while many 
are, it soon became clear that Groups have put together a 
whole range of opportunities for walkers.  As the Festival takes 
place during the school summer holidays it will indeed be an 
ideal opportunity for families to walk together.  We must not, 
however, forget other initiatives that are being promoted by 
the governments in London and Cardiff and two that spring to 

mind are the benefits of walking for health (including helping 
to alleviate overweight and obesity) and the problem of people 
(many elderly) who live an isolated life and would benefit from 
the opportunity to socialise.  Let your friends and acquaintances 
know about what is on offer—and I am not implying that your 
friends are either obese or isolated!

Posters will be available for Groups to use locally and it 
would be good if as much publicity as possible could be given 
to our Festival—word of mouth is as good as anything we can 
get in the press and other media.  ere is no doubt that we 
could do with arresting the decline in membership of Ramblers 
Cymru and so our Festival will give us an opportunity to recruit 
new members.  Discounted membership will be available to any 
non-members attending Festival walks.

Finally can I remind leaders that on our walks any under 
s need to be accompanied by a responsible adult and while 
photographs of walks are useful for publicity you need to seek 
people’s permission to include them in your photographs.

e Festival walks are shown in bold in the walks pro-
gramme booklet which you will receive with this Newsletter.  
Enjoy this, our first Summer Festival.

Denis McAteer
Promoting Walking

SOME  miles of e Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path are either 
distant from the coast, follow roads (many much busier 

since the route was conceived in the s), or have no path at 
all. Ynys Môn Ramblers Group have lobbied hard for some eight 
years to fill in these gaps and move the route to the coast. Four 
of the large landowners have consistently thwarted all efforts to 
achieve this aim but we now have had a great breakthrough. 

Discussions between members of Anglesey Council High-
ways team and the owner of the Baron Hill Estate, Sir Richard 
Bulkeley, have concluded with agreement to open a new stretch 
of the IACP from Bryn Offa to Fedw Fawr, Llanddona. is 
follows the coastline and affords wonderful views across Red 
Wharf Bay on one side and to the Great Orme on the other. e 
change takes the original path off a very busy minor road and 
adds a few kilometre to e All Wales Coastal Path.

At the same time, a path used by fishermen from Bwrdd 
Arthur to the coast, which has been blocked for years by quar-
rying work at Tan Dinas quarry, has been re-opened albeit on a 
slightly different line but nevertheless still very welcome.

Obviously, Ynys Môn Ramblers Group members are abso-
lutely delighted that this has been achieved. It really is worth 

persisting despite all the obstacles put in the way and we are 
now hoping to get the path extended to link to Penmon further 
along the coast.

Andria Massey
FP Secretary and Access Officer, Ynys Môn Ramblers

Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path: New Section

Kissing gate on re-opened footpath leading to Tan Dinas Quarry 



 

Welsh Council & General Council

I THOUGHT it was really about time I 
attended the Annual Council meetings. 

By chance both were relatively accessible 
to North Wales, so in I jumped and opted 
to attend both Welsh Council in March 
and General Council in April. Unfortu-
nately, due to bad weather forecast over 
the first weekend in March, Welsh Coun-
cil was postponed until the last weekend 
in April.

General Council, Bangor
On Saturday morning of the th April 
I made my way to Bangor for General 
Council , following the instruc-
tions to park at the University Halls of 
Residence. I then made my way downhill 
to the Main Arts Building, ready for the 
walk that had been organised by Simon 
Longman. As a first time attendee I had 
a lot to learn! Firstly, always take or wear 
your walking boots, and suitable outdoor 
clothes. I had turned up with my brolly 
and sneakers, thinking I was going for 
a leisurely stroll around the town and 
maybe out along the pier. Oh no, our 
leader had muddy paths and boggy 
meadows in store for us and it was with 
utter dismay that I realised I had turned 
up with inadequate attire! ‘If it gets too 
muddy I will turn back’ I uttered with 
dismay and to anyone else in ear shot I 
said ‘It’s my first time I wasn’t expecting 
muddy paths!’ 

e first section wasn’t too bad along 
a path in woodland. Walking carefully I 
managed to stay mud free and then along 
the foreshore with views across to Menai 
Bridge and the old slipways used by the 
ferries prior to the building of the Menai 
Suspension Bridge which was opened 
on th January . We took some time 
to marvel at the wonderful engineering 
of this Grade  listed structure before we 
made our way up through some ‘muddy’ 
meadows where we had views to the 
snow-capped mountains of the Carned-
dau. Again, by careful attention I man-
aged to stay mud free and returned to 
the Main Arts Building – that non-stick 
coating really works! 

Official business started promptly at 
 pm with the usual agenda items includ-
ing voting for  positions on the Board of 
Trustees, before moving on to a presenta-
tion on  priorities and  year project 
to build both a Data Centre and Insight 
Hub to be completed in , and Com-
munications System and New Website 

System to be completed in .
ere were five volunteer-led 

workshops running - Membership mat-
ters, Area Support, Don’t lose your way, 
Shared use guidance and Integrating 
short walks. We were allocated just over 
an hour for the workshops and these 
proved an effective way to instigate ideas 
and feedback to our groups and to Ram-
blers officers.

During the evening entertainment 
was provided by the Flint Male Voice 
Choir. Following dinner we had the 
National volunteer award presentations 
and a short message given by Stuart 
Maconie, Ramblers President.

On Sunday morning there was a 
short walk before breakfast, and General 
Council convened at am with discussion 
of Motions. ese were led by the Chair 
with timing monitored by North Wales 
area volunteers and runners busy moving 
the microphones around the auditorium 
to enable the speakers to be heard. Before 
leaving we were given a super picnic 
lunch and I took the opportunity to do a 
recce for a walk I was leading in May on 
the Carneddau on my way home.

Welsh Council, Newtown
April also saw me heading to Newtown, 
Powys for Welsh Council  held at 
Gregynog Hall. Angela Charlton took 
time to present her annual report and to 
introduce the Ramblers Cymru Staff. Fol-
lowing lunch there were four Skills and 
Training sessions – Social Media, Paths 
for People and the Community Council 
Toolkit, When things go wrong and 
Consultation on tools we need to influ-
ence others. In the early aernoon we 
had a short walk through the grounds of 
Gregynog Hall: this time I was fully pre-
pared in walking regalia, and a note had 
been included in the joining instructions 
that it was likely to be muddy underfoot 
and to bring suitable attire, probably for 
my benefit. I wasn’t going to make the 
same mistake again!

is was followed by a session 
entitled Learning from others – Marika 
talked to us about visually impaired walk 
leading and how she prepares for her 
walks – Digital Data, Innovating Ram-
blers by Leah, Programme Manager for 
Ramblers GB and Local Access Forums 
in Wales by John Morgan. 

We had a short and informative talk 
about the history and the grounds of 

Gregynog Hall and how it came to its 
present day ownership.

Aer a formal dinner Dennis McA-
teer, President of Ramblers Cymru gave a 
short talk and this was followed by enter-
tainment from ceilidh band HiJinx . I was 
up early for the pre-breakfast walk again 
in the grounds of Gregynog, we paused 
and listened to bird song and Marika 
helped with identifying the many sounds 
we could hear.

Sunday was the day for official busi-
ness, starting with a presentation by 
Vanessa Griffiths, Chief Executive Officer, 
Ramblers GB. Next up were minutes 
from Welsh Council  and various 
reports. e motions from  were 
also reviewed and those from  were 
discussed followed by a few words from 
Kate Ashbrook chair of Ramblers GB.

Aer lunch it was time for announce-
ment of the Welsh Council Executive 
Committee following the voting earlier, 
together with election of President and 
other officers and auditor.

Would I go again?
So to close, would I attend Council 
again? Yes, my current role of Clwydian 
Secretary allows me to attend Welsh 
Council, however it was a privilege to 
have been chosen to represent the North 
Wales area at General Council. It is a 
shame that numbers need to be limited 
for General Council and also that there 
are not more attendees for Welsh Council 
from the various groups. 

e general feedback I received when 
talking to other attendees is that it is diffi-
cult to find volunteers to fill posts within 
our groups and this task then falls to 
the same folk year in and year out – our 
groups would be far healthier and less 
incestuous if we could have a turn-over of 
committee members every  years. Please 
come along to your group AGMs, make 
your voices heard and help run the 
groups that provide you with walks 
and entertainment, together with the 
good work that is done maintaining our 
footpaths.

Shirley Fermor
Clwydian Ramblers Secretary



 

OPEN Access officially came into 
being in Wales at the end of May 

. Unfortunately, actually getting 
on and off this land has in many cases 
not been properly addressed. One such 
area is the low ridge at Foel Goch on the 
Conwy and Gwynedd border.

e boundary between these two 
counties is very old. It separates the two 
Communities of Llangwm in Conwy, 
with Llandderfel in Gwynedd. It is also 
marked by a series of Boundary Stones. 
During the last  years many of the 
boundaries between Communities and 
Counties have changed. is one has 
not, being the old boundary between 
Denbighshire and Meirionnydd. It then 
became the boundary between Clwyd 
and Gwynedd. en finally in , 
Conwy and Gwynedd. 

is remote area is a long way from 
the rest of both these counties. I have 
been walking in this area for about  
years. Although it was not marked on any 
map as Open Access, walking the bound-
ary was never a problem. e landowners 
particularly on the Meirionnydd side 
were always welcoming.

In the early s an electric fence 
was erected over Ordu and to Pen y 
Garreg Serth. is obstructed the main 
footpath from the village to the ridge. 

It stops at the Community Boundary. 
When Open Access came into being in 
 we immediately tried to get the 
obstruction removed. Nothing was done. 
e electric fence was by this time in 
disrepair and not a problem. You could 
easily step over it. e obstruction had 
effectively disappeared. 

Recently a new fence with a barbed 
wire top has appeared. e difference this 
time is that the fence is about  metres on 
the Llangwm side. Previously the electric 
fence had been close to the boundary 
stone. It could be and was argued that 
the path was open to the boundary. e 
farmer had also locked two gates on 
the footpath. ese obstructions were 
reported to Conwy CBC who this time 
ordered the farmer to remove all the 
obstructions. e path is now open. It is a 
delightful place to walk and the following 
route is suggested.

Foel Goch from Llangwm
Llangwm is signposted off the A about 
. miles south of the village of Cerrigy-
drudion.

Parts of this walk are on rough 
country, on poorly defined paths. Some 
of the fences do not have stiles. ey are 
though low without barbed wire and easy 
to climb over.

e walk starts from near the 
Church. Walk away from the Church 
and over the bridge. Take the footpath 
on the le – this is e Hiraethog Trail. 
Follow this past the Hall at Garthmeilio. 
is has a beautiful garden complete with 
Peacocks. Continue along the track leav-
ing the Hiraethog Trail to go through the 
farmyard at Garthmeilio.

At the bungalow go through the gate 
to follow a grassy track. Ignore the next 
gate and go through the second. Head 
right towards the next farmhouse. Go 
past it and follow the track to the road. 
Turn right and follow this quiet lane. 
When it bends le go through the gate 
also on your le. Cross the stream and 
follow the path to the access road. is 
leads to the farm at Aeddren Isaf. At the 
large farm building turn right and go 
through a gate on to a track.

Note: the Access Land can also be 
reached by going to the le of the build-
ing and following a permissive path.

e track continues past the derelict 
farmhouse at Rhyd yr Ewig. It eventu-
ally reaches the Open Access Land. Now 
follow the fence towards the ridge at 
Garnedd Fawr. Continue along the ridge 
– there is a convenient Quad Bike route 
which eventually reaches the summit of 
Foel Goch.

is is a wonderful viewpoint. e 
views are truly extensive. Most of the hill 
and mountain ranges of North Wales are 
visible. 

Continue down to the pass and up 
and over Ordu. Aer going over two 
fences you reach a stile at boundary 
stone. Go over this and head towards a 
fence with a track alongside it. e path is 
now followed through the gates. Aer the 
plantation on your le you come through 
another gate. Here turn le downhill 
heading for the fence on your right. Go 
through the gateway and directly down 
to the farm at Bron Llan and follow the 
farm access road back to the start.

Ron Williams

Llangwm is at SH966446. The simplified 
map opposite contains data from OS 
and Natural Resources Wales © Crown 
copyright and database right (2018). 
Open Access areas are shown tinted 
grey. For the actual walk you need 
Outdor Leisure Sheet OL18 “Harlech, 
Porthmadog & Y Bala”. 

Access to Open Access

Foel Goch OrdduGarnedd Fawr

Llangwm

Bron
LlanAeddren Isaf

Garthmeilio

Rhyd yr 
Ewig

Permissive 
route

Start &
Finish
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Chair’s Ramblings

AFTER a wet and gloomy winter, 
spring and summer seemed to have 

arrived together. I’ve been busy garden-
ing and trying to squeeze in as many 
walks as I can. When you read this I’ll 
have been to Pembroke with the Conwy 
Valley group. I’m looking forward to 
a return visit to enjoy the great costal 
scenery, hopefully with the wild flowers 
at their best.

We are all greatly missing Max our 
Area secretary and wishing him all the 
best for a good recovery.  I am trying to 
cover a few things that he would usually 
have put in his report. 

e Area AGM took place in January 
with  members and  visitors attending. 
e usual business was conducted with 
most officers being re-elected but also 
Denis McAteer was elected as Publicity 
& Promoting Walking Secretary. He is 
already hard at work with the Area Walk-
ing Festival.

We still have a vacancy for Country-
side Secretary. If anyone would like to 
take this up let us know, this would be 
of particular interest to someone who is 
keen to help with the Ramblers objectives 
to “promote, encourage or assist in... 
the protection and enhancement for the 
benefit of the public of the beauty of the 
countryside and other areas”

Following formal business, excellent 
refreshments were provided by Caernar-
fon and Dwyfor Group and then Holly 
Peek, a Ranger for the Red Squirrel Trust 
Wales, gave a wonderful, interesting and 
inspiring talk about red (and grey) squir-
rels in North Wales.

 Bangor was the venue for this 
year’s General Council with delegates 
from across the UK, including our two 
delegates  Shirley Fermor and Stan Win-
stanley, coming together to discuss the 
Ramblers work and campaigns.

Many thanks to all those who helped 
as volunteers including Simon Longman 
who lead three walks and Ron Williams 
and the Flint Male voice choir who pro-
vided some evening entertainment.

See Shirley’s conference reports for a 

new delegate’s view of General and Welsh 
Council

Welsh Council was held in mid 
Wales, in the historic Gregynog Hall near 
Newtown, Powys. 

Denis McAteer stepped down as 
President of Ramblers Cymru where he 
has done a great job. e new president 
is Will Renwick who has been our 
‘Champion for Young Walkers’. 

Max Grant, Stan Winstanley and John 
Elwyn Williams from North Wales were 
three of the five representatives elected to 
Welsh Council Executive Committee.

Rewilding. Max presented a “Policy 
statement on rewilding” which was 
adopted by Welsh Council. is is a 
popular but sometimes controversial 
concept. Public discussion has oen 
focussed on reintroduction of large 
mammals such as beavers or even wolves. 
is is only a small part of the idea. e 
next two paragraphs are a summary of 
our policy

Ramblers Cymru supports the 
general concept of deliberate action to 
restore damaged ecosystems, particularly 
where this will benefit native flora and 
fauna, provided it does not detract from 
the walking experience. We particularly 
support schemes to increase biodiversity 
on Wales’s mountains and moorlands, 
and projects to encourage the regenera-
tion of native woodlands. 

While supporting the concept of 
‘rewilding’ we recognise that it has 
the potential to impact on the Welsh 
landscape (including designated areas) 
in positive and negative ways; effecting 
visual amenity; wildlife interests and the 
walking environment. We recognise that 
‘rewilding’ could lead to loss of access as 
public paths and access land become over 
grown, and that farmers may not have 
the resources to keep rights of way and 
access routes clear of vegetation. We shall 
determine our response with particular 
regard to the effect on public access.

Ramblers expect to be consulted on 
all ‘rewilding’ proposals which affect our 
interests

Joanna Slattery
Chair, North Wales Area

Training Costs
The cost of training is going up and 
up, but we need trained volunteers 
to lead our walks. The average first 
aid course now costs about £700 
for up to 12 people. Few groups can 
either afford that or have 12 volun-
teers available to fill a course. Like-
wise, with navigation training.

At Area level there is a limited 
amount budgeted to help groups 
put on these courses. If your group 
is thinking of running such a course 
you can apply to Area for assistance. 
It may be worthwhile contacting 
adjacent groups to help maximise 
the number of people attending to 
ensure we get value for money.
Jeff Nagle
Area Treaurer

General Data 
Protection Regulation

GDPR is a legal change that Groups 
as well as Area will need to deal 
with. We will need to record what 
information we keep and why. Ram-
blers have produced a template that 
covers most regular activities (GDPR: 
Managing personal data template). 
That and a lot more information is in 
the toolkit on the volunteer zone of 
the Ramblers website.  Training has 
been organised and you can bring 
questions to Area Council as well.

It was originally suggested that 
only members opting in to all com-
munications from Ramblers would 
continue to get the combined walks 
programme and newsletters but that 
has changed.  See the FAQs here:

https://tinyurl.com/yahhfz7f

Max Grant
Max suffered a stroke at the begin-
ning of May and is still in hospital. 
Please direct enquiries to the chair, 
Joanna Slattery for the time being. 
Do not send emails to Max’s address.


